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Overview
 Significance of the issue

– Injury burden in American Indians and Alaska Natives

– Burden of suicide, intimate partner violence (IPV) and adverse childhood 

experiences (ACEs)

 COVID-19: Prevention of Suicide, IPV, and ACEs in Indian Country Project

 Tribal Epidemiology Centers and Indian Health Boards

 Strategy areas and data-to-action approaches

 Partner accomplishments
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Age-Adjusted Injury Death Rates per 100,000, All Ages, Non-Hispanic, 2019. 
CDC, National Center for Health Statistics. Underlying Cause of Death 1999-2019 on CDC WONDER Online Database, released in 2020. Data are from the Multiple Cause of Death 
Files, 1999-2019, as compiled from data provided by the 57 vital statistics jurisdictions through the Vital Statistics Cooperative Program. Accessed at http://wonder.cdc.gov/ucd-
icd10.html on Feb 3, 2021

Injury Burden in American Indians and Alaska Natives
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Burden of Unintentional Injury, Suicide, and Homicide 
in Indian Country

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, WISQARS: Fatal Injury Reports, 2013-2018. Accessed January 21, 2021
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Smith, S.G., Chen, J., Basile, K.C., Gilbert, L.K., Merrick, M.T., Patel, N., Walling, M., & Jain, A. (2017). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2010-2012 State Report. Atlanta, 
GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Burden of IPV in Indian Country
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Burden of ACEs in Indian Country

Kenney MK, Singh GK. Adverse Childhood Experiences among American Indian/Alaska Native Children: The 2011-2012 National Survey of Children's Health. Scientifica (Cairo). 2016;2016:7424239.

Warne, D, Dulacki K, Spurlock M, Meath T, Davise MM, Wright B, & McConnel KJ. Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) among American Indians in South Dakota and Associations with Mental Health 
Conditions, Alcohol Use, and Smoking. J Health Care Poor Underserved. 2017;28(4):1559-1577

ACEs AI and AN 
Children (%)

Non-Hispanic 
White Children  (%)

2+ 40 21

3+ 27 12

4+ 17 6

ACEs AI Adults (%) Non-AI  (%)

3 13 6

4-5 13 7

6+ 19 4

ACEs among Children ACEs among Adults
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COVID-19: Prevention of Suicide, IPV, and ACEs in 
Indian Country
+ Subproject of CDC-RFA-OT18-1803 Tribal Public Health Capacity Building and Quality 

Improvement Cooperative Agreement
+ $12 million distributed to 12 regional Indian Health Boards associated with Tribal 

Epidemiology Centers
+ 1-year funding duration (July 2020 – July 2021)
+ Data-to-action approaches: 1) Rapid assessments, 2) Surveillance & evaluation, and 3) 

Implementation of prevention efforts
+ Strategy areas: 1) Tribal data and information systems, 2) Public health programs and 

services, and 3) Public health resources and communications
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Tribal Epidemiology Centers and Indian Health Boards

https://www.cdc.gov/tribal/documents/tec_overview.pdf
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Strategy Areas

Tribal data and information systems

Public health programs and services 

Public health resources and 
communications
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Data-to-Action Approaches
+Rapid Assessments

- Quantify risk and protective factors of suicide, ACEs, and IPV
- Conduct health communication needs assessments

+Surveillance & Evaluation
- Analyze existing data and collect new data to understand trends
- Identify at-risk groups

+Prevention Efforts
- Develop culturally appropriate communication toolkits
- Adapt interventions for tribal relevance to support those at risk
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Partner Progress & Accomplishments
+ Sub-award funds to regional tribes
+ Resource assessment and development
+ Collaboration and partnerships
+ IPV and data surveillance
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Albuquerque Area Indian Health Board: IPV Factsheet
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Thank you! The findings and conclusions in this presentation are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Danielle Arellano, MPH │ Public Health Advisor
Program Implementation and Evaluation Branch 
Division of Injury Prevention 
National Center for Injury Prevention and Control
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